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TORN SHAPES COLLAGE TORN SHAPES COLLAGE 
PAINTINGPAINTING  

with Layers in Photoshop Elements 
 
SETUP: 

Open the program. 
Select File>New (OR ctrl N, Mac Apple N) 
 Set pixels to inches 
 Set size to 6ÓX6Ó or whatever dimensions you 
choose. 
 White Background, then OK 
In your mind, decide on a color ÒschemeÓ  
 Examples of color schemes: 
  All ÒwarmÓ colors 
  All ÒcoolÓ colors 
  All variations of reds 
  All variations of blues 
  Set of three colors, one dark, one medium and one light 

Using the bucket, pour a dark color from your scheme onto your paper as a 
background color. 

 
CREATE Torn Shapes: 
1.  MAKE A ÒTORNÓ SHAPE: 
Select the freeform lasso tool.  
Make a new Layer (Shift ctrl N or Macs Shift Apple N) 
        Hold and drag on the paper to surround a random area. Start with a large area, approx. 
1/3 of your paper.  
2.  COLOR IT:  Select one of your chosen colors from your scheme. Pour it into the lasso 
with the bucket OR choose a brush and paint into your lasso area. 

REPEAT 1 and 2 above mult iple t imes 
Make some lasso shapes large & wide, some narrow and small---lots of variety! 
ALSO try 
 The circle marquee to make ovals and circle shapes 

  To ÒaccentÓ your other shapes. Continue until you have a complex 
composition with your chosen color scheme. 
 
VARIATIONS: 

MAKE ONE OR TWO SMALL SHAPES LAST for accents. How about a WHITE shape? 
Choose a layer, then apply a FILTER to it. Apply drop shadows to layers 

 
Since each shape is on its own layer, you can also move them around any way you choose. 


